Conditional Sentences Cheat Sheet

Conditionals describe possible or imaginary situations and their results. They are divided into
first, second, and third conditional forms based on the likelihood and time frame of the
situation. Here's a guide with travel-related examples:

1. First Conditional: Real Possibilities
The first conditional is used to talk about possible future events that depend on a condition.

Structure:
If + present simple, will + base verb

Examples:

e If | book the flight early, | will save money.
e If the weather is nice tomorrow, we will visit the Eiffel Tower.

2. Second Conditional: Hypothetical or Unreal Present/Future
The second conditional describes imaginary or unlikely situations in the present or future.

Structure:
If + past simple, would + base verb

Examples:

e [f | had unlimited time, | would travel around the world.
e |f she spoke more languages, she would work as a travel guide.

3. Third Conditional: Hypothetical Past

The third conditional refers to past situations that didn’t happen and imagines a different
result.

Structure:
If + past perfect, would have + past participle

Examples:



e If I had taken a direct flight, | would have arrived on time.
e |[f they had booked the hotel earlier, they would have found better prices.

Key Tips to Remember

e Use first conditional for realistic future possibilities.
e Use second conditional for dreams, wishes, or unlikely scenarios.
e Use third conditional for regrets or missed opportunities in the past.
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